
March 27, 2020 
 
 
 
Dear Rangers, 

Our Ranger family is navigating through unprecedented, historic times. Many of us are facing unplanned and 
unforeseen difficulties.  Similar to our families, the Forest Hills School District respected the measures enacted 
by our President and Governor with regard to social distancing and avoiding interactions with groups of 
individuals.  Our primary focus during the school closure involved meeting families’ basic needs through 
bagged meal distributions. The Forest Hills School District continues to assist in providing a sense of leadership, 
guidance, and stability during this unsettling time.  It is imperative for us to come together as a community. 
Our first concern will be a steadfast focus on “R” children. We should also prioritize taking care of ourselves, 
our families, loved ones, and the Ranger community.  At this time, we do not know when we will return to 
normal operations. Therefore, it is imperative that we work together and plan for the immediate future.  

The Forest Hills School District is consulting with the Department of Education, the Appalachia Intermediate 
Unit, educational and health agencies, and state leadership to determine how best to provide our students 
with Continuity of Education programming for all learners.  With that being said, I need your help and 
immediate attention with the following items: 

 FOREST HILLS STUDENT HOME TECHNOLOGY SURVEY - In the event the COVID-19 mandated closure 
is extended, the District may be required to provide planned instruction through alternative means.  I 
ask you to complete the Forest Hills Student Home Technology Survey.  The survey can be accessed at 
www.fhrangers.org or https://bit.ly/fhhometechsurvey.  Fliers pertaining to the survey will be included 
in Friday’s meal packets. 

 PRACTICE SOCIAL DISTANCING - During this time, it is imperative for all of us to follow the CDC, PA 
Department of Health, President, and Governor’s request to maintain aggressive social distancing 
etiquette.  It is essential to practice Social Distancing with the meal distribution program as well. 

Since the beginning of the COVID-19 pandemic, the District has fielded numerous questions and concerns 
regarding the closure of schools and other non-life sustaining businesses.  The following points of information 
may provide you with some valuable information and also reduce anxiety.   

 The Forest Hills School District has developed and will follow the Forest Hills School District Continuity 
of Education Plan. A descriptive graphic organizer is included in this communication.  Currently, the 
Forest Hills School District is operating in Phase 1.  During Phase 1, schools were closed as per the 
Governor’s mandate, the school buildings were sanitized as a preventative measure, the meal 
distribution program was implemented, the website was populated with resources, and planning has 
occurred in preparation for Phase 2. 

 On Monday, March 30, 2020, the Forest Hills School District will begin Phase 2 of the Continuity of 
Education Plan.  Phase 2 is designed to re-acclimate student learning through review and enrichment 
materials.  Packets will be available for students and families. Families will be asked to complete the 
aforementioned Forest Hills Student Home Technology Survey.  Phase 2 is considered optional. 

http://www.fhrangers.org/
https://bit.ly/fhhometechsurvey


 Participation is not mandated or required.  Educational material will be available on the website, 
through the meal distribution program, and through other avenues. 

 In the event the mandated school closure is a long-term event, the District may be required to provide 
Planned Instruction for all students. If this situation occurs, the Forest Hills School District will move to 
Phase 3 of the Continuity of Education plan.  During Phase 3, teachers will be provided professional 
development in non-traditional instructional strategies, and utilization of hybrid instructional 
platforms will be implemented.  The hybrid program may include a mix of technology-based 
instruction and paper-and-pencil packets. Phase 3 is considered mandatory and required. 

 The District will communicate with you utilizing the District website and Social Media Outlets.   

 All mandated State Assessments have been cancelled for the 2019-2020 school year. 

 No official state or local decision has been made regarding the current school calendar.  Anticipate 
changes in the school calendar similar to calendar alterations resulting from weather cancellations.   

I would like to thank you for your patience and understanding during this unanticipated and life-changing 
time.  I would also like to thank you for providing a strong sense of community during this challenging time. I 
am confident that we will be able to work together to provide our students with a positive learning 
experience.  Remember, our first responsibility is to protect our students. Best wishes and stay healthy. 

Sincerely, 

 
 
 
 
Dr. David L. Lehman 
Superintendent of Schools 
 
/tlb 
 
 
 


